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Dean's Welcome1

To Graduate Students and Postdoctoral Fellows:

Welcome to Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (GPS) at McGill. You are joining a community of world-class researchers and more than 9,000 graduate
students in over 400 programs. GPS is here to support you from admissions through to graduation and beyond. We take a holistic approach to graduate
student success; we support not only your academic development, but also your career-planning and professional development, and your well-being and
student life. I invite you to consult the website Resources for Your Success, which is a one-stop-shop for the many resources and support systems in place
for you across the Uni

http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/about/
http://www.mcgill.ca/firstyear/graduate-postdoctoral/resources-success/
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/




If the courses completed elsewhere or at McGill prior to admission were used to complete a degree, exemptions may be granted without credit, i.e., the
exempted course(s) must be replaced by other graduate course(s) at McGill. No double counting is allowed unless, exceptionally, the department offering
the Master's degree permits it and the degree has an overall credit requirement greater than 45 credits. In other w

http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/thesis/guidelines/initial-submission/
http://www.mcgill.ca/importantdates/
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/thesis/guidelines/
http://www.mcgill.ca/study/university_regulations_and_resources/


French language courses are available at the French Language Centre. The teaching is intensive and class sizes are kept small. While undergraduate students
are given preference, graduate students who are certain they can devote suf®cient time to the work may enrol.

Thesis ± Doctoral

The thesis for the Ph.D. degree must display original scholarship expressed in good literate style and must be a distinct contribution to knowledge. Formal
notice of a thesis title and names of examiners must be submitted to the Thesis section of GPS on the Nomination of Examiners and Thesis Submission
form, available at www.mcgill.ca/gps/thesis/guidelines/initial-submission, in accordance with the dates on www.mcgill.ca/importantdates, at the same
time as the thesis is submitted. The list of examiners must be approved by the Department Chair, the supervisor and the student. The Thesis section of GPS
should be noti®ed of any subsequent change of title as early as possible. Guidelines and deadlines are available at www.mcgill.ca/gps/thesis/guidelines.

Special regulations for the Ph.D. degree in particular departments are stated in the entries of those departments.

Thesis Oral Examination ± Doctoral

After the thesis has been received and approved, a ®nal oral examination is held on the subject of the thesis and subjects intimately related to it. This is
conducted in the presence of a Committee of at least ®ve members presided over by a Pro-Dean nominated by Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. The Chair
of the candidate©s department and the Thesis Supervisor are regularly invited to be members of the Committee; at least one member of the Committee is
appointed from outside the candidate©s department. Guidelines are available at www.mcgill.ca/gps/thesis/guidelines.

Ad Personam Programs (Thesis Option Only)5.3

In very rare circumstances, an applicant who wishes to engage in Master©s (thesis option only) or Ph.D. studies of an interdisciplinary nature involving joint
supervision by two departments, each of which is authorized by the Government of Quebec to offer its own graduate programs, may be admitted to an Ad
Personam program. For more information, see www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/programs and contact the relevant department.

Coursework for Graduate Programs, Diplomas, and Certificates5.4

Upper-level undergraduate courses (excluding 500-level) may not be considered for degrees, diplomas, and certi®cates unless they are already listed as
required courses in the approved program description. If an upper-level undergraduate course (excluding 500 level) is taken by a graduate student, it must
come as a recommendation from the Graduate Program Director in the department. The recommendation must state if the undergraduate course is an additional
requirement for the program (must obtain B- or better) or if the course is extra to the program (will be ¯agged as such on the record and fees will be charged).
See document at www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/registration#coursereg.

English and French language courses offered by the French Language Centre (Faculty of Arts) or the School of Continuing Studies may not be taken for
coursework credits toward a graduate program.

All substitutions for coursework in graduate programs, diplomas, and certi®cates must be approved by GPS.

Courses taken at other institutions to be part of the requirements of a program of study must be approved by GPS before registration. Double counting is not
permitted.

Graduate Admissions and Application Procedures6

Please refer to University Regulations & Resources > Graduate > : Graduate Admissions and Application Procedures for information on:

· Application for Admission

· Admission Requirements

· Application Procedures

· Competency in English

and other important information regarding admissions and application procedures for Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.

Fellowships, Awards, and Assistantships7

Please refer to University Regulations & Resources > Gr

http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/thesis/guidelines/initial-submission/
http://www.mcgill.ca/importantdates/
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/thesis/guidelines/
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/thesis/guidelines/
http://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/programs/
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/registration#coursereg
http://www.mcgill.ca/study/university_regulations_and_resources/
http://www.mcgill.ca/study/university_regulations_and_resources/


http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/files/gps/Commitments_of_Postdoctoral_Scholars_and_Supervisors_July_09.pdf
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/files/gps/Commitments_of_Postdoctoral_Scholars_and_Supervisors_July_09.pdf
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/postdocs/fellows/responsibilities/
http://www.mcgill.ca/study/university_regulations_and_resources/


i. Postdocs have the same pertinent rights as the ones granted to McGill students in the Handbook on Student Rights and Responsibilities (ªGreen
Bookº), available at www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/policies/students.

ii. Postdocs have full graduate student borrowing privileges in McGill libraries through their identity card.

iii. As a rule, Postdocs who are Canadian citizens or who have Permanent Resident status may take courses for credit. Admission to such courses should
be sought by submitting application documents directly to the appropriate program by the Postdoc. They must be admitted by the department offering
the courses as Special Students. These Postdocs may only be enrolled as part-time students in non-degree granting programs. They will be charged fees
for these courses.

iv. Postdocs may be listed in the McGill directory. The Computing Centre will grant Postdocs email privileges on the same basis as graduate students
upon presentation of a valid identity card.

v. The Department of Athletics will grant Postdocs access to sports facilities upon presentation of their identity card. A fee will be charged on an annual
or term basis.

vi. Postdocs are mandatory members of the Post-Graduate Students' Society (PGSS) and an annual association fee is automatically charged. PGSS fees
are mandatory. Postdocs are permitted membership in the Faculty Club; an annual fee will be charged for this membership.

vii. Postdocs are encouraged to participate in Professional Development Workshops provided by Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies and Teaching and
Learning services. These sessions are usually free of charge.

viii. Postdocs have access to the services provided by the Ombudsperson.

ix. Postdocs may enrol as part-time students in the second language written and spoken English/French courses offered by the School of Continuing
Studies/French Language Centre. Postdocs will be charged tuition for these courses. International Postdocs may be required to obtain a CAQ and a Study
Permit.

x. Access to student services and athletic services are available to the Postdoc on an opt-in basis. Fees are applicable.

5. Responsibilities

i. Postdocs are subject to the responsibilities outlined in the Handbook on Student Rights and Responsibilities (ªGreen Bookº), available at
www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/policies/students.

ii. Each academic unit hosting Postdocs should clearly identify Postdocs' needs and the means by which they will be met by the unit.

iii. Each academic unit should assess the availability of research supervision facilities, of®ce space, and research funding before recruiting Postdocs.

iv. Some examples of responsibilities of the department are:
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· the individual must have adequate pro®ciency in English, but is not required to provide of®cial proof of English competency to Enrolment Services;

· the individual must comply with regulations and procedures governing research ethics and safety and obtain the necessary training;

· the individual will be provided access to McGill libraries, email, and required training in research ethics and safety. Any other University services must
be purchased (e.g., access to athletic facilities);

· the individual must arrange for basic health insurance coverage prior to arrival at McGill and may be required to provide proof of coverage.

Graduate Studies Guidelines and Policies9

Refer to University Regulations & Resources > Graduate > : Guidelines and Policies for information on the following:

· Guidelines and Regulations for Academic Units on Graduate Student Advising and Supervision

· Policy on Graduate Student Research Progress Tracking

· Ph.D. Comprehensives Policy

· Graduate Studies Reread Policy

· Failure Policy

· Guideline on Hours of Work

Information on Resear

http://www.mcgill.ca/study/university_regulations_and_resources/
http://www.mcgill.ca/study/university_regulations_and_resources/






http://www.mcgill.ca/study/faculties/macdonald/
http://www.mcgill.ca/study/faculties/macdonald/
http://www.mcgill.ca/mse/envroption/
http://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/apply/
http://www.mcgill.ca/study/university_regulations_and_resources/
http://www.mcgill.ca/mse/envroption#FACULTY
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/contact/graduate-program/
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