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OptionsThesis/Non-ThesisProgram

Architectural History and Theory, Cultural Mediations and Technology, Urban
Design and Housing

Non-ThesisPost-professional

Master of Arts (M.A.)

Programs leading to the degree of Master of Arts are offered in the following areas:

OptionsThesis/Non-ThesisProgram Areas

Development Studies, Environment, Gender and Women's Studies (Thesis)Thesis, Non-ThesisAnthropology

Gender and Women's Studies (Non-Thesis)Non-ThesisArt History

N/AThesis, Non-ThesisClassics

Gender and Women's Studies (Thesis)Thesis, Non-ThesisCommunication Studies

N/ANon-Thesis (Professional
Internship), Non-Thesis (Project)

Counselling Psychology

N/AThesis (Ad Hoc)East Asian Studies

Development Studies, Social Statistics (Non-Thesis)Thesis, Non-ThesisEconomics

N/AThesisEducational Psychology

Gender and Women's Studies (Thesis)
Thesis, Non-ThesisEducation and Society

Gender and Women's Studies, Jewish Education (Non-Thesis)

Gender and Women's Studies (Thesis)
Thesis, Non-Thesis
(Coursework), Non-Thesis
(Project)

Educational Leadership

Gender and Women's Studies (Non-Thesis (Project))

N/AThesis, Non-ThesisEnglish

Gender and Women's Studies (Thesis)Thesis, Non-ThesisFrench

Development Studies, Environment, Gender and Women's Studies,
Neotropical Environment, Social Statistics (Thesis)

ThesisGeography

N/AThesis, Non-ThesisGerman

N/AThesis, Non-ThesisHispanic Studies

Development Studies, European Studies, Gender and Women's Studies
(Thesis)

Thesis, Non-ThesisHistory

Development Studies, European Studies, Gender and Women's Studies
(Non-Thesis)

N/ANon-ThesisHistory of Medicine

Gender and Women's Studies (Thesis)ThesisIslamic Studies

N/AThesis, Non-ThesisItalian

N/AThesis, Non-ThesisJewish Studies

N/AThesis, Non-ThesisKinesiology and Physical Education

N/ANon-ThesisLinguistics

N/AThesis, Non-ThesisMathematics and Statistics

N/AThesisMedical Anthropology

N/AThesis, Non-ThesisMusic – Music Education

N/AThesis, Non-ThesisMusic – Music Technology

Gender and Women's Studies (Thesis)Thesis, Non-ThesisMusic – Musicology

Gender and Women's Studies (Thesis)Thesis, Non-ThesisMusic – Theory

BioethicsThesisPhilosophy
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OptionsThesis/Non-ThesisProgram

N/ANon-ThesisOccupational Therapy

N/ANon-ThesisPhysical Therapy

N/ANon-ThesisPlant Science

Master of Social Work (M.S.W.)

The M.S.W. degree represents a second level of professional study in which students build competence in a chosen field of practice.

OptionsThesis/Non-ThesisProgram

N/AThesis, Non-ThesisSocial Work

N/ANon-ThesisJoint Master of Social Work with
B.C.L. and LL.B.

Master of Urban Planning

The program requires a minimum of two years residence and a three-month internship with a member of a recognized planning association.

OptionsThesis/Non-ThesisProgram

Transportation Planning, Urban Design (Non-Thesis)Thesis, Non-ThesisUrban Planning

Doctoral Degrees4.4

The following section lists the doctoral degrees available at McGill, along with their prerequisites. See  section 4.4.1: Doctoral Degree Programs and
Specializations for specific programs and options for doctoral degrees.

PrerequisitesDegree

B.C.L. or LL.B. and usually LL.M. See Law.D.C.L.Doctor of Civil Law

M.A. in Composition (D.Mus. in Composition) or a master's degree in
Performance, and professional and teaching experience (D.Mus. in Performance).
See Music.

D.Mus.Doctor of Music

An undergraduate degree relevant to the subject chosen for graduate work. Some
departments require all Ph.D. candidates to hold a master's degree in the same

Ph.D.Doctor of Philosophy

subject. Departments may recommend that candidates of undoubted promise
should be allowed to proceed directly to the Ph.D. degree without being required
to submit a master's thesis.

Doctoral Degree Pr ograms and Specializations4.4.1

Doctor of Civil Law (D.C.L.)





Offered by Faculty/SchoolOptionsProgram

Faculty of ArtsGender and Women's StudiesIslamic Studies

Faculty of ArtsLanguage AcquisitionLinguistics

Desautels Faculty of ManagementN/AManagement

Faculty of Arts, Faculty of ScienceBioinformaticsMathematics and Statistics

Faculty of EngineeringN/AMechanical Engineering

Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental SciencesN/AMicrobiology

Faculty of MedicineBioinformatics, EnvironmentMicrobiology and Immunology

Faculty of EngineeringN/AMining and Materials Engineering

Schulich School of Music(Composition, Music Education, Musicology, Music
Technology, Sound Recording, Theory), Gender and
Women's Studies

Music

Faculty of MedicineN/ANeuroscience

Ingram School of NursingPsychosocial OncologyNursing

Faculty of MedicineN/AOccupational Health

Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental SciencesBioinformatics, EnvironmentParasitology

Faculty of MedicineN/APathology

Faculty of MedicineChemical BiologyPharmacology

Faculty of ArtsEnvironment, Gender and Women's StudiesPhilosophy

Faculty of ScienceN/APhysics

Faculty of MedicineBioinformaticsPhysiology

Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental SciencesBioinformatics, Environment, Neotropical
Environment

Plant Science

Faculty of ArtsGender and Women's StudiesPolitical Science

Faculty of Arts, Faculty of ScienceLanguage Acquisition, Psychosocial OncologyPsychology

School of Physical and Occupational TherapyN/ARehabilitation Science

Faculty of Religious StudiesGender and Women's StudiesReligious Studies

Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental SciencesEnvironment, Neotropical EnvironmentRenewable Resources

Faculty of ArtsN/ARussian

Faculty of EducationN/ASchool/Applied Child Psychology

Faculty of ArtsN/ASocial Work

Faculty of ArtsEnvironment, Gender and Women's StudiesSociology

Joint Doctor of Philosophy Degrees

The following joint Ph.D. programs are offered:

Nursing (McGill / Université de Montréal)
Management (McGill / Concordia / H.E.C. / UQAM)
Social Work (McGill / Université de Montréal)

Ad Hoc Doctor of Philosophy Degrees (Ph.D. (Ad Hoc))

Several departments offer the possibility of directly entering a Ph.D. program on an ad hoc basis, or, with the permission of the supervisor and the approval
of the Graduate Program Director, exceptional students may transfer from the master's program to the ad hoc Ph.D. program.

Offered by Faculty/SchoolOptionsProgram

Faculty of ArtsN/AEast Asian Studies

Faculty of ArtsN/AItalian Studies

Faculty of EducationN/AKinesiology and Physical Education
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Offered by Faculty/SchoolOptionsProgram

Faculty of MedicineN/APsychiatry

Faculty of EngineeringN/AUrban Planning

Postdoctoral Resear ch4.5

See  section 8: Postdoctoral Research for information about postdoctoral research at McGill University.

Graduate Diplomas and Graduate Cer tificates4.6

The graduate diplomas and graduate certificates listed below are programs of study under the academic supervision of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.
The prerequisite for a diploma or certificate is an undergraduate degree in the same discipline.

Graduate Diplomas are offered in:

Professional PerformanceClinical Research

Public Accountancy (Chartered Accountancy)Epidemiology

Registered Dietician Credentialing (R.D.)Library and Information Studies

School/Applied Child Psychology (Post-Ph.D.)Mining Engineering

Surgical Health Care ResearchNeonatal Nurse Practitioner

Primary Care Nurse Practitioner

These diploma programs consist of at least two terms of full-time study or the equivalent.

Graduate Certificates are offered in:

Educational Leadership 1Assessing Driving Capabilities

Educational Leadership 2Air and Space Law

Library and Information StudiesBioinformatics

Post-M.B.A.Bioresource Engineering (Integrated Water Resources Management)

Teaching English as a Second LanguageBiotechnology

Theory in Primary CareChronic Pain Management

Theory in NeonatologyComparative Law

All graduate regulations apply to graduate diploma and graduate certificate candidates.

Note: The School of Continuing Studies offers graduate diplomas and graduate certificates that are not under the academic supervision of Graduate
and Postdoctoral Studies. To see a list of the programs offered refer to the School of Continuing Studies Programs, Courses and University Regulations
publication available at www.mcgill.ca/study.

Program Requirements5

Master©s Degrees5.1

Residence Requirements – Master's Degrees

Refers to the number of terms (or years) students must be registered on a full-time basis to complete their program. Students are NOT permitted to graduate
until they have fulfilled the residence requirement (or paid the corresponding fees) in their program.
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Note: The master’s degree must have been awarded before initial registration in the doctoral program; otherwise, the admission level will be at
Ph.D. 1 and residency will be extended to three years. Once the level of admission is approved, it will not be changed after obtaining the master’s
degree if the date falls after registration in the program. If a previous awarded degree is a condition of admission, it must be fulfilled before registration
in another program.

As a rule, no more than one-third of the McGill program formal coursework can be credited with courses from another university.

Comprehensive Examinations – Doctoral

A comprehensive examination or its equivalent is usually held near the end of Ph.D. 2. The results of this examination determine whether or not students
will be permitted to continue in their programs. The methods adopted for examination and evaluation and the areas to be examined are specified by departmental
regulations approved by the Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. It is the responsibility of students to inform themselves of these details at the
commencement of their programs. For more information, see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > University Regulations and Resources >
Graduate > Guidelines and Policies > : Ph.D. Comprehensives Policy.

Language Requirements – Doctoral

Most graduate departments in the Faculties of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, Education, Engineering, Management, Medicine, and Science do
not require a language examination. Students should inquire in their departments if there are any such requirements or whether any other requirements have
been substituted for those relating to languages.

Graduate departments in the Faculties of Arts, Music, and Religious Studies usually require proficiency in one or two languages other than English. In all
cases, students should consult departmental regulations concerning language requirements.

Language requirements for the Ph.D. degree are met through demonstrated reading knowledge. The usual languages are French, German, or Russian, but in
particular instances another language may be necessary.

All language requirements must be fulfilled and the grades reported before submission of the thesis to GPS (Thesis Section).

Students must contact their departments to make arrangements to take the Language Reading Proficiency Examinations. Students may, however

http://www.mcgill.ca/importantdates
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/thesis/guidelines/
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/thesis/guidelines
http://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/apply/prepare#program
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/registration#coursereg


English and French language courses offered by the French Language Centre (Faculty of Arts) or the School of Continuing Studies may not be taken for
coursework credits toward a graduate program.

All substitutions for coursework in graduate programs, diplomas, and certificates must be approved by GPS.

Courses taken at other institutions to be part of the requirements of a program of studies must be approved by GPS before registration. Double counting is
not permitted.

Graduate Admissions and Application Pr ocedures6

Website: www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants

Email: servicepoint@mcgill.ca

Deadline: Admission to graduate studies operates on a rolling basis; complete applications and their supporting documentation must reach

http://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants
mailto:servicepoint@mcgill.ca
http://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/apply/
http://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/apply/submitting-your-documents/sending-official-doc
http://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/programs/


See www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/apply/prepare/requirements/international-degree-equivalency for information on grade equivalencies and degree
requirements from countries in Europe and around the world. These equivalencies and requirements are provided for information only and are subject to
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Admission Tests6.4

Revision,  October 2012.  Star t of re vision.

Graduate Record Examination (GRE)

The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) (Educational Testing Service, Princeton, NJ 08540) consists of a relatively advanced test in the candidates’
specialty, and a general test of their attainments in several basic fields of knowledge for which no special preparation is required or recommended. It is
offered at many centres, including Montreal, several times a year; the entire examination takes about eight hours, and there is a registration fee. Refer to
www.ets.org/gre for further information. Only some departments require applicants to write the GRE examination, but all applicants who hav

http://www.ets.org/gre/
http://www.mba.com/the-gmat
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Guidelines and P olic y for Academic Units on P ostdoctoral Education8.2

The general guidelines listed below are meant to encourage units to examine their policies and procedures to support postdoctoral education. Every unit
hosting Postdocs should have explicitly stated policies and procedures for the provision of postdoctoral education as well as established means for informing
Postdocs of policies, procedures, and privileges (e.g., orientation sessions, handbooks, etc.), as well as mechanisms for addressing complaints. Academic
units should ensure that their policies, procedures and privileges are consistent with these guidelines and the Charter of Students’ Rights. For their part,
Postdocs are responsible for informing themselves of policies, procedures, and privileges.

1. Definition and Status

i. Postdoctoral status will be recognized by the University in accordance with Quebec provincial regulations. Persons may only be registered with
postdoctoral status for a period of up to five years from the date they were awarded a Ph.D. or equivalent degree. Time allocated to parental or health
leave is added to this period of time. Leaves for other reasons, including vacation leave, do not extend the term. Postdocs must do research under the
supervision of a McGill professor, including Adjunct Professors, who is a member of McGill's academic staff qualified in the discipline in which training
is being provided and with the abilities to fulfil responsibilities as a supervisor of the research and as a mentor for career development. They are expected
to be engaged primarily in research with minimal teaching or other responsibilities.

2. Registration

i. Postdocs must be registered annually with the University through Enrolment Services. Initial registration will require an original or notarized copy of
the Ph.D. diploma. Registration will be limited to persons who fulfil the definition above and for whom there is an assurance of appropriate funding and
where the unit can provide assurance of the necessary resources to permit postdoctoral education.

ii. Upon registration, the Postdoc will be eligible for a University identity card issued by Enrolment Services.

3. Appointment, Pay, Agreement of Conditions

i. Appointments may not exceed your registration eligibility status.

ii. In order to be registered as a Postdoc, you must be assured of financial support other than from personal means during your stay at McGill University,
equivalent to the minimal stipend requirement set by the University in accordance with guidelines issued by federal and provincial research granting
agencies. There are no provisions for paid parental leave unless this is stipulated in the regulations of a funding agency outside the University.

http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/sites/mcgill.ca.gps/files/commitments_of_postdoctoral_scholars_and_mentors_november_2012_1.pdf
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/sites/mcgill.ca.gps/files/commitments_of_postdoctoral_scholars_and_mentors_november_2012_1.pdf
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/postdocs/fellows/letter/
http://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/policies/students/
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Leave of Absence f or Health and P arental/F amilial Reasons8.4

A leave of absence may be granted for maternity or parental reasons or for health reasons (see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > University
Regulations and Resources > Graduate > : Health and Parental/Familial Leave of Absence Policy).

Such a leave must be requested on a term-by-term basis and may be granted for a period of up to 52 weeks. Students and Postdocs must make a request for
such a leave in writing to their department and submit a medical certificate. The department shall forward the request to Enrolment Services. See procedure
under Programs, Courses and University Regulations > University Regulations and Resources > Graduate > : Health and Parental/Familial Leave of Absence
Policy. Students who have been granted such a leave will have to register for the term(s) in question and their registration will show as “leave of absence”
on their record. No tuition fees will be charged for the duration of the authorized leave. Research supervisors are not obligated to remunerate students and
Postdocs on leave. GPS has prepared a summary table of various leave policies (paid or unpaid) for students and Postdocs paid from the Federal and Quebec
Councils through fellowships or research grants. The document is available at www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/progress/leave-vacation under “Information on
the Funding Council Leave Policies for Graduate Students and Postdoctoral Fellows.”

Postdoctoral Resear ch Trainees8.5

Eligibility

If your situation does not conform to the Government of Quebec's definition of Postdoctoral Fellow, you may be eligible to attend McGill as a Postdoctoral
Research Trainee. While at McGill, you can perform research only (you may not register for courses or engage in clinical practice). Medical specialists who
will have clinical exposure and require a training card must register through Postgraduate Medical Education of the Faculty of Medicine—not Graduate and
Postdoctoral Studies.

The category of Postdoctoral Research Trainee is for:

Category 1: An individual who has completed requirements for the Doctoral degree or medical specialty, but the degree/certification has not yet been
awarded. The individual will subsequently be eligible for registration as a Postdoctoral Fellow.

Category 2: An individual who is not eligible for Postdoctoral Registration according to the Government of Quebec's definition, but is a recipient of an
external postdoctoral award from a recognized Canadian funding agency.

Category 3: An individual who holds a professional degree (or equivalent) in a regulated health profession (as defined under CIHR-eligible health profession)
and is enrolled in a program of postgraduate medical education at another institution. The individual wishes to conduct the research stage or elective component
of his/her program of study at McGill University under the supervision of a McGill professor. The individual will be engaged in full-time research with
well-defined objectives, responsibilities, and methods of reporting. The application must be accompanied by a letter of permission from the home institution
(signed by the Department Chair, Dean or equivalent) confirming registration in their program and stating the expected duration of the research stage.
Individuals who are expecting to spend more than one year are encouraged to obtain formal training (master’

http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/progress/leave-vacation


• Guidelines and Regulations for Academic Units on Graduate Student Advising and Supervision

• Policy on Graduate Student Research Progress Tracking

• Ph.D. Comprehensives Policy

• Graduate Studies Reread Policy

• Health and Parental/Familial Leave of Absence Policy

• Failure Policy

• Guideline on Hours of Work

Information on Resear ch Policies and Guidelines,  Patents,  Postdocs,  Associates, Trainees10

Refer to Programs, Courses and University Regulations > University Regulations and Resources > Graduate > : Research Policy and Guidelines, Patents,
Postdocs, Associates, Trainees for information on the following:

• Policy on Research Ethics

• Regulations on Research Policy

• Policy on Research Integrity

• Guidelines for Research Involving Human Subjects

• Guidelines for Research with Animal Subjects

• Policy on Intellectual Property

• Regulations Governing Conflicts of Interest

• Safety in Field Work

• Office of Sponsored Research

• Postdocs

• Research Associates

Academic Pr ograms11

The programs and courses in the following sections have been approved for the 2012–2013 session as listed, but the Faculty reserves the right to introduce
changes as may be deemed necessary or desirable.

Envir onment11.1

Location11.1.1

McGill School of Environment
Downtown Campus
3534 University Street
Montreal, QC H3A 2A7
Canada
Telephone: 514-398-2827
Fax: 514-398-1643

McGill School of Environment
Macdonald Campus
Rowles House
21,111 Lakeshore Road
Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue, QC H9X 3V9
Canada
Telephone: 514-398-7559
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Fax: 514-398-7846

Coordinator – C. Zhu
Telephone: 514-398-2827
Fax: 514-398-1643
Email: grad.mse@mcgill.ca

Website: www.mcgill.ca/mse

Website: www.mcgill.ca/mse/programs/envroption

About En vir onment11.1.2

Resolving environmental issues requires a dialogue between pure and applied sciences, the social sciences, and humanities. The degradation of the biological
and biophysical environment has roots in the structure of human societies while solutions to environmental problems have an impact on human livelihoods.

A number of academic departments and institutes at McGill promote graduate-level research and training on environmental topics and have faculty members
whose main research interest falls in this domain. As such, environmental research is widespread throughout the McGill community. The Environment option
provides a vehicle whereby discipline-based graduate programs can easily and effectively incorporate collaborations from at least one other discipline into
their research.

Goals of the Option

• To provide thesis or non-thesis students in existing graduate programs with an understanding of how knowledge is transferred into action with regard
to the environment;

• To develop an appreciation of the role of scientific, political, socioeconomic, and ethical judgments in influencing that process;

• To provide a forum whereby graduate students in environment throughout the University bring their disciplinary perspectives together and enrich each
other's learning through structured courses, formal seminars, and informal discussions and networking.

Students admitted into the Environment option will be supervised or co-supervised by an accredited McGill faculty member. Their Advisory Committee
will include at least one individual from outside the home department. It is expected that the thesis, dissertation, or project, as well as the final seminar
presentation, will contain an environmental component and will include a discussion of the applied implications of the research findings. Together with the
courses common to the Environment option, specific course requirements for each program are given within the departmental listings cited below.

Program List

The Environment option is currently available with the following graduate programs:

Anthropology

M.A. – see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > Faculty of Arts > Graduate > Academic Programs > Anthropology > : Master of Arts (M.A.);
Anthropology (Thesis) — Environment (48 credits)

Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences

M.Sc. – see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > Faculty of Science > Graduate > Academic Programs > Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences
> : Master of Science (M.Sc.); Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences (Thesis) — Environment (45 credits)

Biology

M.Sc. – see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > Faculty of Science > Graduate > Academic Programs > Biology > : Master of Science
(M.Sc.); Biology (Thesis) — Environment (48 credits)

Ph.D. – see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > Faculty of Science > Graduate > Academic Programs > Biology > : Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.); Biology — Environment

Bioresource Engineering

M.Sc. – see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > Faculty of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences > Graduate > Academic Programs >
Bioresource Engineering > : Master of Science (M.Sc.); Bioresource Engineering (Thesis) — Environment (46 credits)

M.Sc. (Applied) – see Programs, CourGr > BRTm
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Plant Science

M.Sc. – see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > Faculty of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences > Graduate > Academic Programs >
Plant Science > : Master of Science (M.Sc.); Plant Science (Thesis) — Environment (48 credits)

Ph.D. – see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > Faculty of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences > Graduate > Academic Programs >
Plant Science > : Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.); Plant Science — Environment

Renewable Resources

M.Sc. – see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > Faculty of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences > Graduate > Academic Programs >
Natural Resource Sciences > : Master of Science (M.Sc.); Renewable Resources (Thesis) — Environment (46 credits)

Ph.D. – see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > Faculty of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences > Graduate > Academic Programs >
Natural Resource Sciences > : Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.); Renewable Resources — Environment

Sociology

M.A. – see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > Faculty of Arts > Graduate > Academic Programs > Sociology > : Master of Arts (M.A.);
Sociology (Thesis) — Environment (48 credits)

Ph.D. – see Programs, Courses and University Regulations > Faculty of 

http://www.mcgill.ca/mse/programs/envroption/
http://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/apply/
http://www.mcgill.ca/mse/programs/envroption#FACULTY
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