
INSTRUCTIONS TO HELP CHANGE THE U.S. LAW THAT PROHIBITS ONLINE COURSES FOR 
FEDERAL LOAN BORROWERS AT FOREIGN SCHOOLS 
 
Help ensure the Providing Distance Education for Foreign Institutions Act (S. 1168) is passed 
into Law.  WITHOUT THIS BILL, AMERICAN STUDENTS STUDYING OUTSIDE OF THE U.S. WILL 
NOT BE ELIGIBLE FOR FEDERAL LOANS IF THEY TAKE EVEN ONE ONLINE COURSE AFTER JUNE 30, 
2023. 
 
Please write to your Members of Congress as soon as possible, and have your friends and family 
write too! 

• House of Representatives: Visit www.house.gov, and enter your U.S. zip code in the 
“House Overview” box, and click “Find.” From there, you can click the ‘computer’ icon 
below your representative’s photo, which will take you to the Member's webpage 
where you will find the Washington, DC office telephone number. Ask for the 
"Education Legislative Assistant's" contact information. Then you can copy and paste the 
letter template into an email to send them. Alternatively, contact Sarah Lamson, and 
she will provide you with the appropriate contact information.  

• 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me%2FL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.congress.gov%252Fbill%252F118th-congress%252Fsenate-bill%252F1168%253FhttD4%2526rttD1%2F1%2F0100018796b4528e-c8fc5184-8f59-4373-9706-14627dcea0bb-000000%2FWUV1Cmv4oHluUqpXhwvcvEATvZMttD318&data=05%7C01%7Ccara.piperni%40MCGILL.CA%7C87ea91daae6148a07cc108db424ff7b3%7Ccd31967152e74a68afa9fcf8f89f09ea%7C0%7C0%7C638176683745536435%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0ttD%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tSZnfdf9Wd%2BLe3yGonk03mIFt%2FfXLDGiHj2LtG%2BjiNcttD&reserved=0
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/RgYTCL9YEKUQJm05frQ8vi?domain=house.gov
mailto:slamson@bosepublicaffairs.com
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mailto:slamson@bosepublicaffairs.com
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Dear Senator (last name), 

My name is (name), and I am a U.S. Citizen currently attending (university name) in (country).  As 
your constituent, I am writing to ask that you support the Providing Distance Education for 
Foreign Institutions Act (S.1168). This bill would remove a provision of the Higher Education Act 
(HEA) that cuts off my access to federal student loans if I enroll in a program of study at a 
foreign institution that includes any online class options, even if I don’t actually take an online 
class. 

This current prohibition on distance education closes off access to high-quality education at 
international universities for most American students, given recent technological advancements in 
education. I ask that you support prompt passage of the Providing Distance Education for Foreign 
Institutions Act, which would update the HEA and ensure international education options remain 
available for American students choosing to finance their education abroad through federal loans. 
The bill allows students to take approximately one online class a year without being cut off from 
federal loans. Quick passage of the bill is crucial, either as stand-alone legislation or within a 
larger package, such as appropriations. 



TO ALL USDL STUDENTS EXCEPT FROM VERMONT, MAY 12, 2023: 
 
Subject: Urgent action needed to preserve your ability to receive U.S. Federal Loans 
 
Dear [Preferred First Name]. 
Further to my email of April 24th, I am urgently seeking help from all of McGill’s students using 
U.S. federal loans.   
 
Thank you if you’ve already written to your Senator.  As the process continues, we are 
urgently requesting additional student engagement in gaining further support for the Providing 
Distance Education for Foreign Institutions Act (S. 1168) in order to pass.  WITHOUT THIS BILL, 
AMERICAN STUDENTS STUDYING OUTSIDE OF THE U.S. WILL NOT BE ELIGIBLE FOR FEDERAL 
LOANS IF THEY TAKE EVEN ONE ONLINE COURSE AFTER JUNE 30, 2023. 
 
Please write to your senator as soon as possible, and have your friends and family write too! 
 

1) Visit www.senate.gov, and choose your home state in the “Find Your Senators” drop box 
at the top of the page. Then you can click “Contact” under your Senators’ photos. From 
there, you will be provided with instructions on how to contact their office.  

2) Use the letter template below to express your concerns and ask for their passage of 
Senate Bill 1168. 

Please let our Washington colleagues Harrison Wadsworth 
(hwadsworth@bosepublicaffairs.com) or Sarah Lamson (slamson@bosepublicaffairs.com) know 
if you have submitted a letter to your Senator, or c.c. them on the communication that you 
send.  

If you need any assistance or would like further information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me directly at cara.piperni@mcgill.ca . 
 
 

Letter Template 
(Date) 

The Honorable (full name – use this link to find your Senators)  
Office address (e.g. 703 Hart Senate Office Building) 



Institutions Act (S. 1168) that would remove a provision in the Higher Education Act (HEA) that prohibits 
foreign institutions from participating in the U.S. Federal Direct Loan Program if the school offers any 
online learning in a program of study, even if the American student does not enroll in the online course 
offered. 

An exemption to this rule contained in the CARES Act of 2020 will expire June 30 and close off access to 
high-quality education at international universities for most American students. I ask that you support 
prompt passage of S. 1168, which would update the HEA and ensure international education options 
remain available for American students choosing to finance their education abroad through federal loans. 
The bill allows students to take approximately one online class a year without being cut off from federal 
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