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Fall 2020 

 
Instructor: Poulami Roychowdhury 
Email: poulami.roychowdhury@mcgill.ca 
Class Meetings: Mon 10:35-11:35 am Eastern Time via Zoom 
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• We will hold 1 hour Zoom meetings every week for the first half of the allotted course time. These 

meetings are not mandatory. I will hold weekly Zoom office hours to answer questions. 
• Students will have access to short recorded lectures to supplement Zoom meetings. And they will 

participate in online discussion forums via MyCourses. All readings are available on MyCourses as 
well.  

• Students will be graded on weekly reading memos, discussion forum contributions, and a final 
research paper.  
%
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How does gender influence what we, as a society, consider “deviant” and how we regulate and control 
“deviant” behavior? How do racialized and classed notions of masculinity and femininity shape our 
perceptions of violation and victimhood? How do gendered inequalities impact what is considered a 
criminal act, how crimes are punished, and who is punished? This class provides a critical, reading-
intensive lens on these questions, focusing special attention on one of the main institutions that 
regulates social order: the criminal justice system.  
 
Throughout the course, we will use an intersectional approach, thinking through the way other social 
categories (class, race, sexuality, citizenship status, etc.) interact with gender. Empirical readings in this 
course focus on t
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conversations, so it is important that we have all read what our discussion leaders have to say before 
we meet online. 
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Ethics 
• You are responsible for behaving respectfully towards your Instructor and your fellow students. 

Aggressive and condescending behavior towards others will not be tolerated. 

• McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the 

meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the 

Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures 

(see 
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• Short pre-recorded lectures (approx. 10 minutes long) will be made available after each Zoom 
meeting. To access lectures go to Content 8 Table of Contents 8 Lectures. 

%
Zoom Meetings 
• We will meet weekly via Zoom for approximately half the allotted class time (from 10:35-11:35am). 

I will send you a link for each meeting. Please do not share this link with anyone who is not 
registered for the class. 

• To protect participants’ confidentiality, Zoom meetings will not be recorded. You will not be 
penalized if you miss a Zoom meeting. But it is your responsibility to gather notes on the meeting 
from your classmates so you know what has been discussed. 

 
Course Related Questions 
• If you have a general question about the course (regarding assignments, readings, etc.), first read 

the syllabus to ensure your question has not already been addressed on these pages.  
• If you still cannot find the information you are looking for in the syllabus, the second thing you can 

do is post your question to the discussion forum on MyCourses. Go to Discussions 8 Course 
Related Questions. Other students in the course can respond to your question as well as your Prof. 

• If you have a personal issue, please email Professor Roychowdhury directly. Note that it may take 
several days for me to respond to your messages. 

 



!"#$"%&'"()*#+"&,-+)*.&/-#0%-.&1234& 7&

.+1-$,*%!#G+-H2+%
%
$I 3J46;<%
%
Sep 14  Introduction 
 
Sep 21  The Social Construction of Gender 
• Candace West and Don Zimmerman. 1987. “Doing Gender.” Gender & Society, 1 (2): 125-151.  
• R. W. Connell. 1990. “The State, Gender, and Sexual Politics: Theory and Appraisal.” Theory and 

Society, 19 (5): 507 
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