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Prof. Aniruddha (Bobby) Das 
E-mail: Please see communication policy below 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 4-5:30 pm. 
Zoom site for office hours: https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/95430192087 
 
 
Communication policy 
 
Please use MyCourses for all e-mail communications. E-mails sent to the McGill general e-mail 
address will not be answered. I will make every attempt to answer e-mail in a timely fashion 
within 36 hours of receipt. Please see me during office hours for urgent issues. 
 
Sofware 
 
This course makes heavy use of Stata and Mplus. For both packages, the Faculty of Arts is 
making licenses available to students for the Fall 2020 semester. Details to be announced in 
class. 
 
Overview 
 
Latent variable models attempt to explain complex relations between manifest/observed 



Project presentation      10% 
 
Course requirements 
 
There will be two assignments, each worth 30% of your grade. These are intended to test your 
absorption of the course material, and help you master the tools for the research paper. In 
addition, there will be a final project worth 30%. Details TBA in class. Tentative topics should 
be discussed with me during office hours in 



 
Remise des travaux en français 
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SCHEDULE AND REMOTE DELIVERY FRAMEWORK 
 
O).4P&Dates higlighted in red denote those on which Zoom course sessions will be held during 
regular class times. These will be workshop-style sessions. The focus will be on hands-on work 
with Stata and Mplus. Attendance is not mandatory but is strongly recommended. For all other 
days, recorded lectures will be posted on MyCourses.  
 
Per Faculty of Arts guidelines, students must consent to being recorded if they are attending a 
lecture or participating in a component of a course that is being recorded. Students will be 
notified through a ‘pop-up’ box in Zoom if a lecture or portion of a class is being recorded. If a 
student is not comfortable being in a class that is recorded, that student may decide not to take 
part by logging off Zoom.   
 
Students are not required to have their video on during Zoom sessions.  
 
 
September 
Thursday 3 
 
8 
10 
 
15 
17 
 
22 
24 
 
29 
 
October 
Thursday 1 
 
6 
8 
 
13 
15 
 
20 
22 
 
27 
29 
 
November 
3 
5 



 
10 
12 
 
17 
19 
 
24 
26   
 
December 
1 Presentations in class (10 minutes per talk) 
 
 



DETAILED SCHEDULE: 
 
Course overview, expectations 
What is latent variable modeling? 
September 3    
 
Basics 
1. Mplus basics, analysis of complex survey data 
September 8, 10 

1. Mplus user guide, Ch.2 
2. Asparouhov, T. (2005). 
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