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Guidelines for University Spin-offs 

To address some of the above-mentioned issues, the concept of the “McGill Spin-off” (MSO) is 
proposed as a designation that would be acquired by companies (start-up commercial enterprises 
with a for-profit vocation) that are created by McGill researchers, postdoctoral fellows, or graduate 
trainees, are based on McGill-developed intellectual property, and wish to operate on McGill 
premises for a period of time. Obtaining such a designation will require the spin-off, its founder(s) 
and its employees to fulfill certain obligations that would provide an operational framework; one 
that includes University oversight to preserve the academic mission of the University while avoiding 
conflicts of interest. On the other hand, the MSO designation would grant certain benefits to the 
company, including access to physical infrastructure, equipment, and other resources and 
advantages at McGill, and linkage to the laboratory where the discovery was made. For clarity, these 
Guidelines for University Spin-Offs do not apply to spin-offs that qualify as an MSO based solely on 
their participation in the Mitacs e-Accelerate program. It is recommended to consult the specific 
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2.7 

2.8 

2.9 

An application to obtain the MSO designation will be filed with the Office of Innovation 
and Partnerships at McGill, for formal approval by the Vice-�W�Œ���•�]�����v�š (Research 
and Innovation) (VPRI), and the Dean of the Faculty. In collaboration with the 
Department Chair, and the  Dean of the Faculty, (or delegate), the VPRI will provide 
oversight for the operation of the MSO on University premises, including reporting, 
conflict of interest documentation and approval, and agreements for utilization of space 
and equipment and other university resources (see below). The Faculty may 
consult with Facilities Management to ascertain that arrangements with the MSO are 
compatible with current infrastructure. However, the University may not be in position, 
and is under no obligation, to provide facilities for the MSO and will have the final say in 
such matters. The use of space by the MSO should not be the basis for requests by the 
PI for additional space at 
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2.13 An oversight committee chaired by the VPRI or delegate will be established to 
confidentially review the research activities of the MSO and the University laboratory to 
make sure their activities remain separate and distinct. The committee will also verify that 
activities and materials associated with such activities comply with University safety 
standards. In addition to the chair, one committee member will be appointed by the MSO 




