ATTENDANCE:

DOCUMENTS:

S-20-12
FACULTY OF SCIENCE
Meeting of Faculty

3 November 2020 at 3:00 p.m.
Held via Zoom Conference Application

As recorded in the Faculty Appendix Book

S-20-10, S-20-11

Dean Lennox called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m., and welcomed members to the third Faculty of
Science meeting of the 2020-2021 academic year.

1) ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Prof. Hurtubise moved, seconded by Prof. Roulet, that the Agenda be adopted.

The motion carried.

2) AWARENESS OF FOREIGN INFLUENCE

Dean Lennox introduced Vice-Principal (Research and Innovation) Martha Crago, and
Brian Bauer, Director of International Engagement, Office of the Provost and Vice-
Principal (Academic), and said that she would give a presentation on foreign influence.

Vice-Principal Crago provided some background information on foreign influence on
research and highlighted key points of her presentation, which is available below. She
said that the main purpose of the presentation was to inform researchers that there was a
growing concern of the potential inappropriate interference by foreign entities.

Click here to view the presentation

Following the presentation, there was a lengthy discussion on the necessity for concrete
guidelines or directives or reporting processes, which would be more productive and less
potentially stigmatizing than steps that could easily build a climate of distrust. Mr. Bauer


https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/foreign_interference_awareness.pdf

his Ph.D., John remained at McGill as a Lecturer, then becoming a Professor in
the Department of Physics in 1964 where he stayed for the rest of his life.

John's research was on experimental nuclear physics. At McGill's Foster
Radiation Laboratory, he designed and installed new instruments to carry out
cutting edge science. His expertise in laser spectroscopy and isotope separators
was instrumental in measuring the properties of many important nuclear isotopes.
He was also instrumental in constructing the Test Isotope Separator On-Line, or
TISOL, at TRIUMF, which laid the foundation of TRIUMF's very successful ISAC
facility. He remained an active researcher even after his retirement in 2008,
contributing critically to experiments at the Canadian Penning Trap Mass
Spectrometer at the Argonne Nationa



on the subject. Sesh’s research contributions covered a much wider spectrum,
however, covering estimation problems and multivariate analysis, as well as
touching on questions of probability theory. While at McGill, Sesh authored over


https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/acreport3november2020_0.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/biol_610_new_complete.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/geog_417_revisions_rev.pdf

Change in prerequisite
3 credits

Associate Dean Hundemer moved, seconded by Prof. Roulet, that the changes be
approved.

The motion carried.

2. Physics

PHYS 359 Honours Laboratory in Modern Physics 1 AC-20-6
Change in prerequisite
3 credits

Associate Dean Hundemer moved, seconded by Prof. Jeon, that the changes be
approved.

The motion carried.

3. Mathematics & Statistics

MATH 125 Mathematical Techniques for Economics AC-20-3
Changes in restrictions

3 credits

Associate Dean Hundemer moved, seconded by Prof. Hurtubise, that the changes be
approved.

The motion carried.
MATH 222 Calculus 3 AC-20-4
Changes in restrictions

3 credits

Associate Dean Hundemer moved, seconded by Prof. Hurtubise, that the changes be
approved.

The motion carried.

Program Revisions:
- Major Statistics & Computer Science AC-20-5

Associate Dean Hundemer moved, seconded by Prof. Hurtubise, that the program
changes be approved.

The motion carried.
1R Other:

1.


https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/phys_359.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/math_125_complete.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/math_222_complete.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/signed_major_stats_and_comp_sci_program_revision_consultation.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/ac-dmurl-202010-revised.pdf
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https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/11._scienceassessmentregulationsonline_rev.pdf







a)

b)

c)

d)

Faculty Liaisons to help planning and implementation. Voluntary — but very
important — no need to reinvent the wheel — the Equity Team has a lot of
expertise in this area.

Financial Support in the form of a budget to each Faculty to support local
initiatives that will advance the objectives of the plan.

New EDI Positions - The University has created a number of positions that will
support work within the Faculties oriented toward anti-racism: (1) data analysis,
(2) recruitment, (3) black student affairs liaison (will work directly with Black
students and McGill administration), (4) student wellness advisor, and (5)
pedagogy specialist that will advise faculty members and instructors on inclusive
and anti-racist curriculum and pedagogy.

Consultant -



https://pgss.mcgill.ca/en/keep.mesafe

Associate Dean Stix presented the results of the combined Wares Science Innovation
Prospectors Fund and Richard Tomlinson competition that took place during the summer
2020. The program funds high-risk and high-impact projects.

The winners were:

Prof. Kim Berlo, Department of Earth & Planetary Sciences
Project Title: Evaluation of Laser Induced Breakdown Spectroscopy as a fast
method to detect antibodies to SARS-CoV-2

Prof. Djordje Romanic, Department of Atmospheric & Oceanic Sciences
Project Title: An analytical model of the interaction between thunderstorm
downbursts and ambient Winds

Prof. Matthew Harrington, Department of Chemistry
Project Title: Mistletoe Viscin as a Biorenewable Adhesive for Advanced
Biomedical Applications

Prof. Kartiek Agarwal, Department of Physics
Project Title: Engineering Majorana Fermions for Quantum Computing

Prof. Guillaume Gervais, Department of Physics
Project Title: Gas-flow based proteomics tool for covid-19 related Diagnostics

Prof. Yajing Liu, Department of Earth & Planetary Sciences
Project Title: Predictive modeling of earthquake slip using Bayesian inference

Prof. Parisa Ariya, Departments of Atmospheric & Oceanic Sciences/Chemistry
Project Title: Spotting lives in a blink of eyes

Associate Dean Stix congratulated all the above winners. He expressed thanks to the
donors, Dr. Richard Tomlinson and Dr. Bob Wares, for their very generous support. Dean
Lennox echoed Associate Dean Stix's sentiments.

d) Associate Dean (Student Affairs) Anthony Mittermaier

Associate Dean Mittermaier reported on the Virtual Open House event that took place on
25 October 2020. Overall, there were 70 different virtual activities, including 50 webinars,



Senate Meeting of 21 October 2020 - Senator David Stephens

Three memorial tributes were presented, including the tribute to Professor Robert Lynn
Carroll.

There was some discussion of the M



