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S-21-24 
FACULTY OF SCIENCE 
MEETING OF FACULTY 

22 February 2022 at 3:00 p.m. 
 

ATTENDANCE:  As recorded in the Faculty Appendix Book 
 
DOCUMENTS:   S-21-16 to S-21-23 
 
Dean Lennox called the meeting to order at 3 p.m., and welcomed members to the Faculty of Science 
Degree meeting. 

 
1. Adoption of Agenda 
  
 Prof. Breau moved, seconded by Prof. Fabry, that the Agenda be adopted. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
2) Candidates for Degrees 
 
 a)  Bachelor of Arts and Science       S-21-17 
 b)  Bachelor of Science        S-21-18 
 
 Associate Dean Mittermaier said there were 27 students graduating with the B.A. & Sc. 

degree, and 206 students graduating with the B.Sc. degree.  The corresponding figures 
for 2021 were 24 and 192.  The CGPA cut-offs for both the Dean's Honour List (top 10%) 
and for Distinction (top 25%, but below the top 10%) would be set prior to the May 2022 
graduation. 

 
 In response to Dean Lennox, Mr. Barry replied that the increase in the number of B.Sc. 

students graduating in February related to COVID-19 was unknown at this time. 
 
 Associate Dean Mittermaier moved, seconded by Mr. Barry, that the above degree lists 

be recommended to the Senate Steering Committee for the Bachelor of Arts and Science 
degree, and for the Bachelor of Science degree. 

 
 The motion carried. 
 
 c)  Diploma in Environment  

 
 Associate Dean Mittermaier further moved, seconded by Mr. Barry, that the Dean be 

given discretionary power to make such changes as would be necessary to prevent 
injustice. 

 
 The motion carried. 
 
 Associate Dean Mittermaier and Mr. Barry thanked both departmental advisors and 

SOUSA advisors for their diligence and hard work in preparing the graduation lists. 
 
3. Minutes of 18 January 2022       S-21-16

 
 
 Prof. Hurtubise moved, seconded by Prof. Breau, that the Minutes be approved. 
 

https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/facultyminutes18january2022_1.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/facultyminutes18january2022_1.pdf
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 The motion carried. 
 
4. Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
 There was no business arising from the Minutes. 
 
5. Report of Committee 
 
 - Academic Committee        S-21-21 
 
 Associate Dean (Academic) Axel Hundemer described the following proposals approved 

at the Academic Committee meeting held on Tuesday, 15 February 2022. 
 
Section I.   New Courses 
 
1. Faculty of Science 
 FSCI 198   Climate Crisis and Climate Actions   AC-21-31(Rev) 
    3 credits 
 
 Associate Dean Hundemer introduced FSCI 198, a new course intended for a broad 

student audience at McGill.  The target audience is not only Science students because 
the climate crisis affects everyone.  The course includes (i) a scientific component, (ii) the 
social aspects of climate change, and (iii) the Indigenous perspective on the climate 
crisis.  Also, another critical element of the course will be addressing climate actions.   
Due to the multi-disciplinarity of FSCI 198, it was necessary to assign a Faculty of 
Science (FSCI) subject code.  The course was designed primarily by Director Marcy 
Slapcoff (Office of Science Education) and Dr. Diane Dechief (course coordinator) in 
collaboration with various Science departments.  The core group of instructors will be 

https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/acreport_facultymtg_22february2022.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/fsci_198_new_complete.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/math_378_new_complete.pdf
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 Associate Dean Hundemer moved, seconded by Prof. Hurtubise, that the course be 
adopted. 

 
 The motion carried. 
 
 MATH 463  Convex Optimization     AC-21-70 
    3 credits 
 MATH 563  Honours Convex Optimization    AC-21-71 
    3 credits 
 
 Associate Dean Hundemer introduced MATH 463 for non-Honours students and MATH 

563 for Honours and graduate students.  Majors and Honours students will be attending 
the same lectures, but Honours students will have extra assignments/exams.  Convex 
optimization courses are being offered in many universities because there is a significant 
demand for convex optimization algorithms in various areas of quantitative research. 

 
 Associate Dean Hundemer moved, seconded by Prof. Hurtubise, that the above courses 

be adopted. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
3. Geography 
 GEOG 428  Earth System GIS     AC-21-75 
    3 credits 
 GEOG 628  Advanced Earth System GIS    AC-21-76 
    3 credits 
 
 Associate Dean Hundemer said that the lectures of the above new courses, GEOG 428 

and GEOG 626, would be given in the same classroom, but the workload would be 

https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/math_463_new_complete.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/math_563_new_complete.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/geog_428_new_complete.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/geog_628_new_complete.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/comp_585_new_complete_0.pdf
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 MATH 222  Calculus 3      AC-21-67 
    Change in Restrictions 
    3 credits 
 
 Associate Dean Hundemer said the current CEGEP course number was being removed 

from the restrictions because the course number of Calculus 3 in CEGEPs was not 
consistent across all the CEGEPs. 

 
 Associate Dean Hundemer moved, seconded by Dr. Dechief, that the changes be 

approved. 
 
  The motion carried. 
 
 MATH 560  Optimization      AC-21-68 
    Course Retirement 
    4 credits 
 
 Associate Dean Hundemer said due to the adoption of the new MATH 378 course 

(above), MATH 560 was being retired. 
 
 Associate Dean Hundemer moved, seconded by Prof. Hurtubise, that the course 

retirement be approved. 
 
 The motion carried. 
 
2. Biology 
 BIOL 202  Basic Genetics      AC-21-72 
    Change in Supplementary Calendar Information 
    3 credits 
 
 Associate Dean Hundemer said that the change in BIOL 202 was to remove the Summer 

term listed in the eCalendar. 
 
 Associate Dean Hundemer informed members that changing the term of a course 

https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/math_222_rev_complete.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/math_560_retirement_0.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/biol_202_rev_0.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/biol_307_rev.pdf


https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/biol_499d1d2_rev.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/comp_321_rev_complete_0.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/b.sc_._honours_neuroscience.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/b.sc_._major_neuroscience_.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/files/science/dmurl_ac-21-60rev_0.pdf
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 Associate Dean Hundemer described the DMURL and said that on an annual basis, the 
list is updated by Mr. Victor Chisholm from the Science Office for Undergraduate Student 
Advising (SOUSA).  At the Academic Committee meetings, there were several 
discussions about adding research courses that were not 100% research projects on the 
DMURL.  These research courses included instructions in research methods, while these 
were primarily research projects.  The Academic Committee approved three courses 
(below) that are predominately devoted to research, and it adopted guidelines to 
determine whether courses are deemed eligible for the DMURL. 

 
• MIMM 390 SEA-PHAGES: Phage Discovery (3 credits) 
• MIMM 391 SEA-PHAGES: Genome Annotation (3 credits) 
• BIOL 389: Labora  

   

mailto:victor.chisholm@mcgill.ca
mailto:axel.hundemer@mcgill.ca






https://www.mcgill.ca/myhealthyworkplace/channels/event/information-session-anti-racism-learning-pathway-337219
https://www.mcgill.ca/myhealthyworkplace/channels/event/information-session-anti-racism-learning-pathway-337219
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 Here is the link to MHW: My Healthy Workplace - McGill University 
 
10. The New Vic Project Update 
 
 Dean Lennox said that due to the cost pressures during Summer 2021, the Project team 

https://www.mcgill.ca/myhealthyworkplace/
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 Senate approved a motion pertaining to the Calendar of Academic Dates for 2023-24 and 

proposed revisions to dates for 2021-22 and 2022-23. This will allow for a Fall Reading 
Break while maintaining contact hours in the Fall semester. The document includes a Fall 
Reading Break implementation plan. 

 
 Senate approved revisions to the Standing Rules of Procedure Governing the 

Proceedings of the Senate of McGill University.  
 
 As the last two items of business, Senate received for information the annual reports for 

2019-2020 on the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures and from the 
Committee on Enrolment and Student Affairs. 

 
 The meeting ended at 4:52 p.m. 
 


