FACULTY OF SCIENCE
Meeting of Faculty
Tuesday, February 8, 2005
Leacock Council Room - L232
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Principal Munroe-Blum provided updates on a number of matters
including the planning process. She indicated that a draft of the
University Academic Plan would be brought to an upcoming meeting
of Senate.

2. Update on Health and Safety Review.

Vice-Principal Yalovsky (Administration and Finance) gave an
update on the scope of the Health and Safety review, which was
initially presented to Senate in 2003. Here are some highlights:

- A Comprehensive review of the health and safety organization
structure.

A report was presented to Senate in February 2004 which lead to
the creation of JAHSC, the Joint Advisory Health and Safety
Committee, that consolidates the work previously carried by two
committees (Radiation, Biohazards).

- An assessment of both McGill campuses classified by level of
potential risk with regards to Health and Safety. The initial
analysis was conducted by a work group consisting of in-house
academic and administrative and support personnel chaired by Dr.
lan Butler.

The scope included examining all health and safety risk factors
including fire, safety, security, and the (general work
environment.

Dr. Yalovsky advised Senate that a draft report had been submitted
by the Chair of the work group and was being reviewed and
finalized by the other members of the work group. Dr. Yalovsky
indicated his intention to bring the report to the February
meeting of Senate. In response to a question prompted by the
report, Dr. Masi indicated that members of the university
community are welcome to communicate their concerns and input to
the JAHSC through its web site.

3. Question on the annual MacLean®s university rankings.

In response to a question vregarding the annual MaclLean"s
University rankings, Deputy Provost Masi advised Senate that for
the past two years, his office developed extensive internal
documentation to support McGill. Professor Masi also noted that,
in general, large, urban, research intensive universities rank
lower on the class size indicators and higher on research
intensity indicators. An unsubstantiated inference underlying one
interpretation of these indicators is that first and second-year
students do not learn as well in large classes as they do in
smaller classes. This is an interesting pedagogical question and
one which the SCTL subcommittee of APPC is con4 TT{L0.02 0 Oca77.02 Otm 357C /P



Professor Vinet presented the Report and Response of the Ad Hoc
Committee on Professor/Librarian Emeritus. A question was asked
about the parking privileges for retired professors with respect
to disabled parking, and the distinction between full library
access and loan of books.

Professor Yalovsky replied that special parking privileges
available prior to retirement would likely continue after
retirement. Professor Vinet also noted that the "Regulations"
provide that the scope of the privileges will be determined from
time to time.

6. There were Tairly vroutine reports from the APPC and the
Nominating Committee.

7. Professor Miller presented the Seventeenth Annual Report of the
Ombudsperson for Students. Professor Robaire noted that in the
past, the last three individuals to hold the position of McGill
Ombudsperson had recommended that a full-time position be
established and asked why these suggestions had not been acted
upon. Professor Vinet replied that the creation of the position
of Harassment and Discrimination Awareness and Prevention Officer
will provide more resources iIn connected areas.

In reply to a question from Professor Hodder regarding the number
of cases that went to appeals, Professor Miller indicated that he
had not explored this matter in his current report but would
include it next year. He added that approximately 70% of the cases
reviewed had in fact been resolved by the Ombudsperson.



