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5. PATENTS  13

 What is a patent?  13

 What types of subject matter can be patented? 13

 Can someone patent a naturally occurring substance? 13

 How are patents governed? 13

 What qualifies as patentable subject matter? 13

 What if my invention is software? Can it be patented? 14

 How is an inventor on a patent defined? 14

 How does the patenting process work? 14

 Who is responsible for patenting at McGill? 14

 What is the patenting process and how will McGill support this? 

 What are the associated timelines and costs? 14

 As an inventor, what role do I play in the patenting process? 14

 What if I publicly disclose my research results before filing? 

 Can I still get a patent?  14

 Is a patent like a publication, where the order of the authors relates 

 to their contribution?  15

 What is a provisional patent application? 15

 What is the next step after a provisional patent application? 15

 If I have a patent in one country, does it protect? 15

 How long does a patent application stay out of the public domain? 15

 How long does the patenting process take?  

 How long will my invention have patent protection? 15

 Why is some intellectual property protected through patenting? 15

 Who makes the decision regarding when to patent? 16

 Is a licensee required for an invention to go through the patent process? 16

 What if I created the invention with someone from another institution  

 or company?  16

 What does “open source” mean? 16

 What is an open source software license? 16

 Does making software available through an open source license preclude  

 commercialization?  16

6. COPYRIGHTS AND TRADEMARKS 17

 What is a copyright?  17

 How can I learn about McGill’s copyright policies? 17

 How is copyright handled at McGill? 17

 What is a trademark?  17

 What do I need to be aware of to pursue the trademark process? 17

7. THE TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER PROCESS 18

 How does the technology transfer group assess my invention? 18

 What if I disagree with the technology transfer group’s assessment about the 

 commercial potential of my invention?  Can I pursue commercialization 

 on my own?  19

 What if I am interested in offering my invention non-exclusively to all  

 potential users for the public good? 19

 How do we decide whether to commercialize with a traditional or 

 an open source license (in the case of software)? 19
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TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AT MCGILL
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