
 
 
 

 

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE #636  
STORAGE AND TRANSPORT OF PRIMATE 
TISSUES 

PURPOSE 

 This Stan dar d Operati ng Procedur e (SOP) des c r ib es t he guid el ines f or th e stor ag e an d trans p or t  
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5.2.2. The veterinarian must be notified of all tissue movement. A tissue inventory will be maintained.  

5.2.3. Tissues stored as described above should be placed in an opaque, covered secondary container for 
transport. 

5.2.4. Tissues may be transported by foot or in a vehicle, using service elevators and corridors when available.  

5.2.5. Minimize the transit time by travelling directly from the origin to the destination, without stops. 

5.2.6. Once at the destination, tissues may be used or processed as needed. A disinfectant should be applied to 
all surfaces that come in contact with animal tissues.  

5.2.7. Tissues are disposed of as hazardous waste, by incineration. When tissues are discarded, the veterinarian 
must be informed. 

5.2.8. If tissues are to be moved to another location within the McGill University downtown campus or MNI, the 
veterinarian must be informed and the tissue inventory updated. 

5.2.9. If tissues are to be moved to another location outside the McGill University downtown campus or MNI, the 
veterinarian must be informed prior to any transportation, see section 5.3. 

5.3. Transport of tissues that leave McGill University, including downtown campus, Macdonald campus, Montreal 
Neurological Institute (MNI), Research Institute of the McGill University Health Centre (RI-MUHC), and all McGill 
affiliated hospitals, e.g., samples sent to a diagnostic lab or other research institute, etc.: 

5.3.1. A CFIA transport permit is required for each movement; the permit must be available before transport. 

5.3.2. The facility veterinarian must be notified in advance so that a request for a permit can be submitted to 
CFIA and the tissue inventory updated. 

5.3.3. Transportation will be done in accordance with the Transportation of Dangerous Goods regulations for 
Exempt Animal Specimens. 

5.3.4. A copy of the CFIA transport permit should be included with the transport documentation and provided to 
the transporter. 
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