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1. PURPOSE 

The intent of this Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is to describe an appropriate environmental enrichment program 
for rats. 

2. RESPONSIBILITY  

Facility Animal Care Committees (FACC), veterinarian, principal investigators (PIs), animal care staff 

3. PROCEDURES 

3.1. The purpose of environmental enrichment is to provide rats with opportunities to express basic behavior needs, to 
promote species-typical, non-injurious, behavior and to promote physical and mental health thus enhancing animal 
welfare. The environmental enrichment should be biologically relevant (i.e.
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