Intro to Philosophy I
Oran Magal / Winter 2018

Philosophy: The Love of Wisdom

Philosophy, at its roots, can be seen as a search for
wisdom: a quest for better understanding of
ourselves, the world, and the best ways to live. In
this course, we will examine how this idea is
carried out in three of the world's major
philosophical traditions: in classical Greece, China,
and India.

However, these ideas are not merely historical
curiosities: they are alive and meaningful in our
world today. To show this, we will read works by
recent and contemporary philosophers who are
responding to these ancient ideas and are in a
dialogue with them.

Details on the topics we will cover and the readings
for each one are provided below. All required texts
for the course will be provided either as a course-
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radical philosophical precepts of early Buddhism: the absence of self, the ‘dependent-arising’ of
all things, and the role that philosophy can play in liberating us from false beliefs.

Required:
1. Olivelle, P. (1998). The Early Upanisads: Annotated Text and Translation. New York:


https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2017/entries/mind-indian-buddhism/
https://historyofphilosophy.net/upanisads
https://historyofphilosophy.net/upanisads-self
https://historyofphilosophy.net/buddha-teaching

Means of Evaluation

The final grade in the course is composed of the following (details below):
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