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Dr. William Foulkes is a Professor of Oncology, Human Genetics and Medicine at McGill and a 

staff physician in the Departments of Medical Genetics at both the McGill University Health 

Centre and the Jewish General Hospital. He obtained his medical degree from the University of 

London in 1984, followed by training in Adult Medicine in London (M.R.C.P., 1987), which 

involved five years of work in adult medicine at hospitals in and around London. He decided to 

pursue a career in oncology, but his PhD on the molecular genetics of ovarian carcinoma led him 

more in the direction of the emerging field of cancer genetics.  

 

After his PhD, Dr. Foulkes 
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since 2009 he has focused more attention on pediatric and young adult-onset tumours, particularly 

those related to DICER1 mutations. He recently established a Canadian website 

www.DICER1syndrome.ca which will provide relevant information on the syndrome for patients 

and clinicians in Canada and beyond.  

 

Outside of medicine and science, Dr Foulkes enjoys lying on the sofa in the sun while reading a 

book, listening to music and sipping a cup of coffee. No doubt this happens less often than he 

would like, but he is trying hard to correct this. Visiting the Montreal International Jazz Festival 

as often as possible is another area he is working on. 

 

We asked Dr. Foulkes to list a few of his articles whose work he is particularly proud of or enjoyed 

the most. He chose one paper per decade at McGill which in some way are representative and 

illustrative of his broad involvement in the growing field of the inherited susceptibility to cancer: 
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