
McGill University Department of Linguistics 

Guidelines for Honours and Joint Honours Theses 
 
Undergraduate students pursuing the Honours Degree in Linguistics are required to write 
a thesis, which they do as a two-term, 6-credit course, LING 480 D1 and D2.  This is a 
"spanned course": you must register for both parts.  It is also possible to do a Joint 
Honours Degree, combining Linguistics and some other field.  Students in this program 
must also write a thesis, which addresses a topic common to both fields.  The Linguistics 
half of the thesis course is LING 481.  This document is intended to give you some 
general advice on writing a thesis.  Except where indicated, this advice applies to both 
Honours and Joint Honours students.   
 
GENERAL REMARKS 
 
The thesis is an independent research project, which you carry out under the supervision 
of a single faculty member in the department.  In rare circumstances, a student may be 
co-supervised by two faculty members.  Joint Honours students are supervised by one 
faculty member in Linguistics and one in their other field.  Unlike the term paper for an 
ordinary course, the thesis is the only written work you do in LING 480 and 481: there 
are no lectures, assignments, or exams.  Therefore, it is a bigger undertaking than an 
ordinary term paper.  As a rough guide to its proportions, consider that a term paper is 
often worth around half of the grade in a one-semester course, and that your thesis is a 
full-year course.  It should therefore be equivalent to something like four term papers, in 
terms of the work you put i
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THE CONTENT OF THE THESIS 
 




