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Faculty
Professors

David Aberbachon sabbatical leavewinter 2016
Carlos Fraenkel (Jot appointment with Philosophy)
Gershon D. Hundert

B. Barry Levy

Assocate Professors

Eric Caplan (Joint appointment with the Faculty of Education)sabbatical leave, winter 2016
Yael HaleviWise Joint appointment with English), on sabbatical leave, winter 2016
Lawrence Kafan, on sabbatical leave, winter 2016

Assistant Professor
Daniel K. Heller

Faculty Lecturers
Lea Fima
Esther Frank

1. Research and Publications

Members of the department published a number of high profile books and ipap@i8. Lawrence

Kaplan professor of rabbinics and Jewish thoughitblishedViaimonides: Between Philosophy and

Halakhah with Ktav pressThe book contains aannotatedadition ofthe lectures on Maimonides that

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, a seminal figure in modaethodox Judaispgave in 195661 In these

lectures one of the greatest modern Jewish thinkers engages the greditst ewish philosopher on
perennial issues at the core of Jewish thought: how faith relates to reason, how philosophy relates to the
divine law.

CDUORYV ) Ureddlgny PI&d]iv Palestine: Philosophy in a Divided Waddhe out in paperback
with Princeton University Presk.was a finalist for the 2016 Sheikh Zayed Book Award in Arabic
Culture in Other Languages. The Gernfanser)and SpanisifAriel) translationsalsoappearedn



[AOL GRE U&®&afakiem:V\M R-QIH E L | MbketprgdmocyaQ W \ *\ G R a\PhldcElMatach
trzydziestych] Kwartalnik Historii ) \ G y)A.awrenceKaplan hada particularlyproductiveyear;
besideghebook hepublishedtwo peerreviewedjournalarticlesandonepeerreviewedbook chapter,
including 36 D Y Kri@g@ledge “anessayon Solomon 6 F K H F KiVadhddfiktochmalandthe
Perplexitiesof the Time fin JewishQuarterly Review CarlosFraenkepublishedwo peerreviewed
book chaptersandcontinuedo developa public-intellectualvoicewith a commentaryn BostonReview
anda critical reviewessayof SalmanRushdie$ latestnovelin the LondonReviewof Books

Papers in 208 were presented all over the world. Here is a regmttive sampleDavid Aberbach

spoke atCambridge UniversityYael HaleviWise in Jerusalem; Dan Heller at the University of Sidney
and Monash UniversityGershorHundert aBrown University; Lawrence Kaplan at the University of
Hamburg; andCarlos Fraenkajave the keynote lecture at the Philosophicum Lech in Austria and spoke


http://www.mcgill.ca/jewishstudies/publications/publications-2016




having successfully concluded easchfor a new YiddisHaculty lectureiin which we were able to
attractour firstranked candidat®)r. Yuri Vedenyapin, to McGill.Yuri was our first choice by far. He
comes from a similar position at Harvamdis universally acclaimed as the best teacher of Yiddish
language and literature the world.He is also an outstanding scholar (PhD, Columbiat)his main
vocation is teaching which makes him such a good fit for this position. He is alsoediemdit with
our departmen$ strongest cluster in Eastern European Jewish higtalgulture, as well as with our
cluster in Jewish literatuyéut hewill also be ablecontribute to the Fadty of Arts at large (German,
Russian, History etc.)

Since the summer of 2011, the department has offered an intensive seminar on Eastern European Jewist
music in partnershipwithOH].DQDGD &DQDGDYV ODUJHVW DQQXDO IHVWL
the arts. Taught by Hankus Netskprofessor of music at the New England Conservatory, leader of the
.OH]PHU &RQVHUYDWRU\ %DQG DQG PXVLFDOdagsHEMSRU IRU , W
music? the course combines classes on Jewish music with personal encounters with outstanding Jewish
musicians and attendance at nightly concerts. I 2fdre thara dozen McGill students attended the

event for a full week in midhugust.

Greatly enriching were als®veralpublic lectures for which the departmevasable to attract
outstanding speakers. tinewinter of 2016



2016FleggAnnual Lecture,anextraordinarilysuccessfutombinationof recitalandlecture titled
ForbiddenVoices:A Tribute to JewishHolocaustComposers' It introducedover200attendeeso the
musicof Jewishcomposersvho werepersecutedmurderedor otherwiseaffectedduringthe Holocaust.
It wasa uniqueopportunityto hearJewishmusicthathasrarelyor neverbeenperformedandto rescuet
from silenceandoblivion. This wasnotonly anacademiachievementhut arguablyanactof cultural
justice.Dr. Liane Alitowski, lecturer in Jewishmusicin our departmentvho is anaccomplisheaoncert
pianistherself wasthe architectof the eventin collaborationwith Prof. Eric Caplan Sheperformedthe
piecesin collaborationwith musiciandrom 0 F * L GBehiNehSchoolof Music aswell with Cantor
GideonZelermeyrandthe choir from the ShaarHashomayinsynagogueThe participantsntroduced
eachcomposer
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