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A word from the IHDW Director
Claudia Mitchell

Claudia Mitchell is a 
Distinguished James
McGill Professor in the 
Department of Integrated 
Studies in Education (DISE) 
at McGill University. She 
is the recipient of the 2019 
Leon-Gerin Prix du Quebec, 
Quebec’s highest research 
honour, for her illustrious 
career studying gender-
based violence prevention, 
HIV, and AIDS awareness, 
and working with youth 
around the world.

Dear Friends of the IHDW,
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altered the way youth get to experience their
lives. 

Thus, it is critical that we identify and uplift 
the voices of Canada’s youth to share their 
experiences and document their development 
during a time in which their health and wellbeing 
must be prioritized.

 
Theodore Chiara is entering his fourth year of 
his double major degree in Political Science 
and Philosophy. He is currently interning at the 





https://globalnews.ca/news/7564247/student-mental-health-pandemic/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7564247/student-mental-health-pandemic/
https://reporter.mcgill.ca/covid-19-qa-jeff-derevenski-on-screen-time-for-kids-during-the-lockdown/
https://reporter.mcgill.ca/covid-19-qa-jeff-derevenski-on-screen-time-for-kids-during-the-lockdown/
https://reporter.mcgill.ca/covid-19-qa-jeff-derevenski-on-screen-time-for-kids-during-the-lockdown/


https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-102-radio-noon-montreal%20
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-102-radio-noon-montreal%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D4nGLu8MPyhE
https://mcgill.ca/x/oPT
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Dr. Prachi Srivastava is tenured Associate 
Professor, Western University, specialising in 
education and global development. She is also 
Member, World Bank Expert Advisory Council 
on Citizen Engagement, and Senior Research 
Fellow, NORRAG. Previously, she served with 
the United Nations Mission in Kosovo and the 
International Rescue Committee. She holds a 
master’s and bachelor’s from McGill University, 
and a doctorate from the University of Oxford.
Currently, Dr. Srivastava is working on the global 
education emergency caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. She has led high-level policy briefs 
on education policy and planning and equity 
implications of the pandemic for the Think 20 
(T20) , the official global engagement group of 
the G20, for the 2020 and 2021 G20 Summits. 
She has been commissioned by UNESCO to 
draft a paper on the futures of education for 
pandemic recovery. 

Domestically, Dr. Srivastava has been consulted 
by the Ontario COVID-19 Science Advisory Table 
on education issues, and was a lead author for 
the Science Table brief on education and co-
author of the school reopening guidance. She 
also led the creation of the COVID-19 School 
Dashboard, an open-access data visualization 
portal mapping all school-level cases in Ontario 
with school-level demographic data to provide a 
clearer indication on the impact on local school 
communities. The dashboard has been widely 
covered in local and international media.
Dr. Srivastava has been invited to provide 
expertise and commentary on COVID-19 
education disruptions by the UNICEF Office of 
Global Insight and Policy, UNESCO, the BE2 
education donor working group, and a range 
of global and Canadian civil society and non-
governmental organisations. She has frequently 
appeared in The Globe and Mail, CBC and 
CBC Radio-Canada, CTV, and Global News TV, 
radio, and online media outlets, Maclean’s, The 
National, amongst a range of scholarly podcasts 
and other media, for her work on COVID-19 
education analysis cross-nationally, provincially, 
and globally. 

Dr. Srivastava’s long-term research interests 
are: non-state private sector engagement in 
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compassion using digital narratives, a Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
sponsored grant, attempts to answer important 
questions, such as: (1) How is mental and 
emotional suffering depicted in social marketing/
fundraising campaigns (video testimonials) 
versus digital stories (digital videos made by 
citizen with no filmmaking experience)?, and 
(3) What is the impact of these video depictions 
(video testimonials versus digital stories) on 
viewers with respect to their empathy and 
compassion?

Personal stories powerfully convey knowledge 
and experiences and connect people. Storytelling 
is an age-old tradition, bringing people together, 
sharing stories, and building relationships. 
 Digital stories are modern versions of this 
tradition, combining personal narratives and 
images to create short digital movies. Digital 
testimonials, often used in advertising or in 
social marketing/fundraising campaigns, consists 
of a video interview describing the person’s 
experiences, views, and/or messages. The 
Learning to care project, will gather and analyse 
Canadian social marketing and fundraising 
campaigns, as well as offer digital storytelling 
workshops to people with lived experience 
of mental illness and recovery who have no 
filmmaking experience. A small pilot randomized 
controlled trial (RCT) will be undertaken to 
evaluate the impact of video testimonials versus 
digital stories on viewers with respect to empathy, 
compassion, and stigma about mental illness. 

Manuela Ferrari is an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Psychiatry at McGill and the principal 
investigator of this project. Sahar Fazeli, Ann-
Catherine Lemonde, Geoff Meugens, Claudia Mitchell, 
Srividya Iyer, Rob Kershaw, Jai Shah are distinguished 
members of the Learning to Care project.

 Events@ the 
IHDW

Festivals and 
Symposia

The 9th McGill International Cellphilm Festival: 
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of Indigenous girls, reflecting not only the 
diversity of participants but also the creativity in 
interpreting this year’s theme. 
. 
The festival began with an introduction from 
Dr. Claudia Mitchell, speaking about this year’s 
theme of “transformation” and how it has 
shown its relevance, not only in the context of 
the pandemic, but also in its ability to relate to 
each person’s own unique experiences. This 
was followed by a few words from Scott Walter, 
executive director of CODE, a partner with the 
Participatory Cultures Lab and the Institute for 
Human Development and Well-Being, who spoke 
about the organization’s work and mission.

This year’s panel of judges featured Heloisa 
Modesto and Brett Pardy. Dr. Sarah Switzer was 
this year’s keynote speaker with her presentation 
titled, “Transforming How we Gather: Reflections 
on Community-Engagement in COVID-19.” This 
presentation concerned what it means to facilitate 
and participate in community- engaged projects 
online in the context of the pandemic and in the 
spirit of the festival’s theme, transformation.

https://mcgill.ca/x/o9Y
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Connect with the IHDW
Office #303 Duggan House | 3724 rue McTavish, 
Montreal, QC, H3A 1Y2


