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PREFACE

any remarkable achievements have been made in
the evolution of both air and space transportation
systems over the last few decades. Space
transportation systems continue their rapid technological
and commercial development. The long-standing issue
surrounding the international legal boundary between the
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primarily the United States and former Soviet Union, and to
avoid the appropriation of celestial bodies. A completely
different reality existed at that time which differs greatly
from the multitude of parties and organisations which
operate in space today.

In 2006, the IAASS formed a working group called
“An ICAOQ for Space?”’ to make the case for organising space
on the ICAO model. It moved from the aforementioned
considerations of intertwined operations (and common
risks). First, space-bound and returning traffic often crosses
international airspace under ICAO jurisdiction (i.e. the
airspace above international waters); second, key
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The main objectives of the Conference were to:

(@) assess the current situation and future
plans for aerospace transportation;

(b) critically examine and identify precisely the
regulatory challenges to operation of
aerospace vehicles; and

(©) suggest viable policy and regulatory steps
(mechanisms) that may be considered by
States and other stakeholders to facilitate
aerospace transportation and to ensure the
safety of global aviation.

At the Conference, it was agreed in principle that a
Study Group under the lead of IAASS would be proposed to
the ICAO Council to draft a manual which may in time
become the forerunner of future standards and guidelines on
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is currently undergoing discussion at ICAO and which may
serve a paradigm shift beyond the traditional separation
between air and space law. This section concludes with a
contribution highlighting the Chinese perspective on the
age-old matter of the delimitation between airspace and
outer space, and the important matter of the right of passage
through airspace which will no doubt be pertinent to
emerging modes of aerospace transportation.

The book concludes with brief summaries of the
discussions that took place during the two-day event, which
serve to highlight the great interest, concerns and prospect
for future discourse that the development aerospace
transportation attracts.

Montreal, June 2014

Ram S. Jakhu Kuan-Wei (David) Chen
Co-editor Co-editor

Tommaso Sgobba
Executive Director of the IAASS
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