
 
The only document required for donation is the Body Donor Card, which you must sign and then 
have signed by two witnesses. It is important to keep the card with you at all times (e.g. in your wallet 
with other forms of personal identification), as this card serves as the official authorization for 
donation.  It is necessary to have the card readily available, so that there are no delays in the transport 
of the donor’s body.   
 
Since each body must be evaluated at the time of death in order to ensure that the potential donor 
meets all eligibility criteria for donation, acceptance of a donation can never be fully guaranteed 
beforehand, and a registry of potential donors is therefore not kept by the University.  Consequently, 
no documents need to be sent to the University at any point preceding death.  It is therefore also 
not necessary to indicate your wish for body donation in your will. 
 

2. Is there an age limit for body donation? 
 
There is no age limit for participation in the Body Donor Program.  
The minimum age for donation is 18 years old. 
 

3. Are bodies ever refused? 
 
Bodies can be refused if they do not meet the criteria set forth by the University.  For example, a 
donor who was infected by one of certain contagious diseases, who has donated organs, or who 
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McGill); or 2) upon completion of the research, the family wishes to retrieve the ashes, in which case 
the funeral home requires an administrative fee of $150. 
 

5. Is it possible to have a funeral service/viewing of the body prior to donation? 
 
Since the body should be collected by the University within a maximum of 48 hours after death for 
cases of death at a hospital, or within 6-8 hours for cases of death at home or in a residence without 
refrigeration facilities
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10. What happens to the body once you have completed the study or research? 
 
If the family does not have specific burial plans, McGill offers a general cremation service, after 
which the ashes are buried in a site reserved for the University at Mount Royal Cemetery in Montreal. 
In this case, all burial expenses are incurred by McGill University. Should the family wish that the 
ashes be returned to them, the University must be notified in writing within 2 weeks of the person’s 
death. In this case, the family will be notified upon completion of studies and may make 
arrangements to retrieve the ashes in person at the funeral home (administrative fees of $150 will 
apply).   
 
Please note that if the family has been contacted by the University but has not responded with 
confirmation indicating their choice regarding ashes/burial within a period of three months 
following the date of death, for administrative reasons the file will automatically be marked for burial 
at Mount Royal Cemetery and cannot be changed.  For a map showing the location of the plot 
belonging to McGill University at Mount Royal Cemetery, please click HERE.   
 

11. Do you hold any kind of ceremony once you have finished the study? 
 

https://www.mcgill.ca/anatomy/files/anatomy/monument_-_mount_royal_cemetery_3.jpg
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